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ABSTRACT

The aims of this research were to determrine the prevalence of parasitic contaminated in
vegetables from 3 fresh markets in Rangsit district, Pathum Thani province. Fortv-five fresh vegetables,
including 15 samples of Thai morning glory, 15 samples of mimosa and 15 samples of culantro were
collected and examined by direct wet smear (0.85% NaCl and 1% Iodine stain) and 2 concentration
techniques (detergent sedimentation method and sugar floating). It was revealed that 18 samples (40%)
of the parasites contaminated fresh vegetables were detected by the direct wet smear methods (24.4%)
more than the concentrated method (15.6%). It was found that the most parasitic contamiration was
Thai morning glory (53.3%). followed by culantro (46.7%) and water mimosa (20.0%). Fookworm
eggs were the most detected, followed by Ascaris egzs, Taenia spp. eggs, unidertified nematode larvae

and Giardia lamblia cyst. When comparing the detection of parasites in 3 markets, it was found that



v

the parasites detected in fresh vegetables collected from Sammakorn market (46.7%), followed by Zeer
Rangsit market (40.0%) and Wat Nawong market (33.3%). The infection rate was no differer ce among
market possibly there are two important agricultural distribution centers, namely Talat Tai and Talad
Si Mum Muang to the collected site. This survey showed that vegetables were contamirated with
parasites, which may come from soil transmitted parasite during plants and transportazion. This
information should consider preventing parasitic contamination by wash fresh vegetables thoroughly

before consuming.



